Rio Hondo College Distance Education Best Practices

The items listed below have been identified by the Distance Education committee as “Best Practices” that all Rio Hondo College Faculty who teach online/hybrid courses are recommended to infuse into their courses.  To help build a “home grown” curriculum for a potential Online Teaching Certification, faculty who are or have recently taught online and believe they have valuable expertise to share on one or more of these topics is encouraged to consider creating an online module for colleagues and earning a Title V Stipend ($250.00).  

1. Organizing materials within learning units to provide a structured path for course progression 

  

2. Organizing coursework to ensure students’ weekly participation 

3.  Setting expectations of student contact, participation, and involvement with course materials

4. Providing clear timelines and due dates

5. Creating and using grading rubrics

6. Creating a 1st Week Course Check-In Assignment (i.e. survey, discussion assignment, and/or quiz to monitor student participation early)

7. Designing multiple forms of assessment

8. Providing opportunities for student-centered learning

9. Designing and encouraging effective student-to-student interaction

10. Practicing regular and effective contact between instructor and students

11. Enhancing and supplementing publisher materials   (e.g. instructor's commentary on publisher materials to emphasize key points; instructor-created slide shows, screencasts, or videos that go beyond publisher materials; supplemental Key Terms/Vocabulary lists; Key Concept summaries that provide focus to the wide range of information the publisher includes)

12.  Providing relevant supplemental links to outside resources (recommended that all online courses include discipline-specific outside resources as well as more general outside resources that support student success)

Modules should model Online Best Practices by containing all of the following elements:



a. explanation of the “Best Practices” topic selected



b. exploration of two-three perspectives/approaches to the “Best Practices” topic



c. step by step illustration of how to implement each approach



d. use of Slide Show and/or ScreenCast – approximately 2-4 minutes in length each 



e. vetted for 508 Compliance



f. objective assessment/quiz on the material presented

Questions on the Best Practices topics and/or the mechanics of creating and uploading a module? 

Contact Distance Education Coordinator Mike Javanmard @ mjavanmard@riohondo.edu 

Questions on Title V funding?  Review the “Stipend Application” and/or contact Katie O’Brien@ kobriend@riohondo.edu   

